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Please listen to the attached podcasts and read the attached articles about America's opioid epidemic. 
Radiolab: The Good Samaritan
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/articles/good-samaritan
NPR throughline: America's Opioid Epidemic
https://www.npr.org/2019/12/04/784893896/americas-opioid-epidemic
Vox: You can't overdose on fentanyl by touching it
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2019/3/22/18277144/fentanyl-opioid-epidemic-touch-overdose
Vox: Opioid overdoses and the pandemic
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2020/8/13/21352838/drug-overdoses-coronavirus-covid-pandemic-opioid-epidemic

1. Please summarize each of the podcasts.
2. What is the history of opioid drugs in the US? What was heroin supposed to accomplish? What was the Boggs Act of 1951? Why was/is there a distinction between 'medical addicts' and 'recreational addicts?'
3. What drugs are implicated in the current opioid epidemic? Who are the Sacklers? How did they build there drug empire?
4. What changed in the 1990s that enabled the rise of oxycontin? 
5. How/why is the opioid crisis exacerbated by the pandemic?

